[Imaging diagnostics of the foot : What the orthopaedic surgeon expects from the radiologist].
Foot pain is in the case of long-term congenital, acquired or posttraumatic foot deformities a relevant clinical problem. On the basis of the clinical findings and the orthopaedic question, radiographs of the foot while standing in two planes are supplemented by radiographs of the ankle in an anterior-posterior plane. The imaging diagnostics of the foot are based on the conventional X‑ray diagnostic workup and becomes even more precise and differentiated by the possibility of intersecting imaging procedures. The diagnostic significance of imaging methods is discussed in this overview by means of clinical examples. In this context, cross-sectional imaging procedures can serve the clinician in the further decision-making process and clarify the question whether surgical treatment, for example, in the case osteoarthrosis is indicated. Primarily, prior to any imaging procedure the appropriate medical history, inspection, clinical examination and the gait analysis in patients with foot pain are necessary. Interdisciplinary communication between orthopaedic/trauma surgeons and radiologists is necessary in order to provide the right imaging modality for difficult questions, to correctly interpret the resulting imaging findings, and to derive a therapeutic consequence from this. The decision whether conservative therapy or a surgical procedure is recommended will be made depending on the patients' prior therapies and the restriction of quality of life.